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This painting depicts Menelaus (center) and Helen (left) reunited after the destruction of
Troy. It appears on a large vase and was created by a Greek artist around 345 B.C.
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The Troad region covers a small peninsula on the western coast of modern-day Turkey.
| The land slopes down from Mount Ida to the Aegean Sea through marshy wetlands.
Researchers believe that water levels in the area were higher when Troy was at its height.



CHAPTER one

SCHLIEMANN
ARRIVES 1IN
ANATOLIA

By the time Heinrich Schliemann arrives in the region of Asia Minor called
the Troad, it is already late afternoon. But it is mid-August, and the sun is
still strong and hot. The year is 1868, and this is Schliemann'’s first trip to
the area.

The Troad is a small peninsula of Anatolia. To the west lies the
Aegean Sea. In the south, Mount Ida (sacred to the Greek god Zeus)
towers over the area’s plains and wooded hills. Small farms dot the land
around the Scamander and Simois rivers. Turks, Greeks, and other groups
of people live in this area controlled by the Turkish government. It is an
unremarkable region, except that it is believed to contain the ruins of one
of the most famous cities in all history—Troy.

Schliemann has hired a local man to take him to the Turkish village
of Bunarbashi. They have rented two horses. The sun sinks lower, but
Schliemann is determined to reach Bunarbashi that day. Most of the
experts he has read and talked to think that Bunarbashi probably sits atop
the ruins of Troy.
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12 Troy

SCHLIEMANN'S DREAM

Schliemann'’s friend Ernst Ziller recommended this trip to the Troad. Ziller

is an Austrian architect living in Athens, the Greek capital. He knows of
Schliemann'’s interest in archaeology and antiquities—the long-lost, buried
remains of ancient civilizations. As a tourist, Schliemann has already visited
the Great Wall of China, Japanese temples, Egyptian pyramids, and the ruins
of Pompeii in Italy.

Qo far this summer, Schliemann has seen Ithaca, Corinth, Mycenae,
and Tiryns. These cities are all famed in Greek myth and history.
Schliemann has already published a book about these sites. But Ziller's
talk of Troy has caught his interest. Ziller is among those who believe that
Bunarbashi is the site of Troy.

He encourages Schliemann to visit Frank Calvert when he arrives in
the Dardanelles (the modern-day city of Canakkale). The Dardanelles is the
entry point to the Troad. It is a port city along the narrow body of water
that connects the Aegean to the Sea of Marmara. Frank Calvert is British,
but he and his family have lived in the Dardanelles for many years. Calvert,
ziller advises, is the best local expert on the Troad's ancient history.

Schliemann makes note of Calvert’s name. But before he goes to
visit the Englishman, he decides to investigate Bunarbashi on his own.
Schliemann is not an archaeologist, but he has grown very interested
in excavating, or digging up, a ruined site. He is an amateur with little
training in excavation and identification—the careful sorting and dating
of found objects. But that does not trouble him. Archaeology has only just
grown into a science. Several famous ruins and treasured objects have
been discovered by amateurs. Any educated gentleman with enough
money and leisure time can conduct an excavation.

Schliemann has money and leisure time. But he is not what many
people of his day would consider an educated gentleman. As a child,
Schliemann loved learning. He dreamed of being a university scholar. But
he had to quit school at fourteen to work for a living. And work he did. By
his mid-thirties, he was a millionaire businessman with interests all over
Europe and the Americas. At the age of forty-six, he has already retired.
But his marriage to a Russian woman, Ekaterina, is an unhappy one. He



“1 saw before me the

vast plain of Troy—an
image that had haunted
the dreams of my early
childhood.”

—Heinrich Schliemann, recalling his
first visit to the Troad in Jthaca, the
Peloponnese and Troy (1869)

This portrait shows Heinrich
Schliemann around 1866.

does not want to stay with his
wife at their home in Russia.
Instead, he takes up world travel and the study of antiquities.

Schliemann also wants to earn the respect of the people he has always
adinired—university scholars. What better way to do so, he thinks, than to
discover a famous archaeological site. Schliemann may not be an educated
man, but he has the means to make a name for himself.

BUNARBASHI

As he rides through the afternoon heat over the roads of the Troad, _
Schliemann thinks of The Iliad. According to Homer, Troy was a great city
on a hill overlooking a vast plain. It had long, “rugged walls,” “well-built
towers,” and an enormous entrance known as the Scaean Gate. Inside
the city walls, broad streets led past houses and workshops. There was

a temple to the goddess Athena and one to the god Apollo. And at the
highest part of the city sat Priam’s castle. The Iliad says that Priam had
fifty sons and twelve daughters. Each of them had family living quarters
within the palace.

Before the war, Troy was a peaceful and prosperous city. Priam’s
eldest son, Hector, was happily married to Andromache. In The Iliad, they
have a new baby, Astyanax. Priam’s wife, Hecuba, was at the center of ‘
palace home life, beloved by her daughters and daughters-in-law. Other

people in the city had their own homes, families, and jobs.

SCHLIEMANN ARRIVES IN ANATOLIA 13















Schliemann cannot begin work right away. The weather is too hot
and unhealthy. Mosquitoes from a nearby swamp carry the disease
malaria. Schliemann knows he will have to wait until next spring. But he is
confident that he has found his city of gold. That night he stays at an inn
on a cliff overlooking the plain of what he hopes is Troy. In his diary, he
records his excitement:

When, with The Iliad in hand, I sat on the roof of a house and
looked around me, I imagined seeing before me the fleet, camp,
and assemblies of the Greek; Troy and its Pergamus fortress on
the plateau of Hissarlik; troops marching to and fro and battling
each other in the lowland between city and camp. For two hours
the main events of The Iliad passed before my eyes until darkness
and violent hunger forced me to leave the roof.

to suddenlu atléch tigh, thlch malls énclbséd the c1lu The palace and

other important buildings were msrde these walls farmers and other
workers often lived outside the city, in the surrounding lowlands. If
the city came under attach, people from the lowlands could seeh shelter
inside the city wolls. ‘
Rulers in the fAegean region fortified their cltles to protect themselves

against foreign invaders. But the city walls also often kept out close
neighbors. Great cities such as Argos, Corinth, and Mycenae cooperated
with one another. They traded goods. quaranteed travelers safe passage
through their lands, and exchanged artists and builders. But they were
not above picking fights and raiding one another’s cities.



A NEW LIFE

Schliemann must wait out the autumn and winter before beginning his
excavations. He travels to Paris, France, to finish writing his book Ithaka
(about the Greek city of Ithaca). But Troy is still very much on his mind.
In December 1868, he writes to Calvert from Paris. To prepare for the
excavation, he sends Calvert a long list of questions. Schliemann asks
Calvert everything from whether he needs to bring his own pillows to
where he should hire workers. He also wants to know how much the
whole project will cost. Calvert answers all Schliemann’s questions.

Schliemann also uses the winter to make some great changes in his
life. In January 1869, Schliemann returns to Russia to try to make peace
with Ekaterina. He misses his children very much. But Ekaterina does not
miss Schliemann and does not want him to move back.

Schliemann’s unhappiness is somewhat relieved in February. After the
publication of Ithaka, the University of Rostock (in Germany) grants him
a doctor of philosophy degree. He is very pleased and insists that he be
called Dr. Schliemann from then on.

Schliemann finally decides it is time to end his marriage. He hears that it
is easier to get a divorce in certain parts of the United States than in Europe.
So in March 1869, he sails for New York. He applies for citizenship after
getting an American friend to lie for him. The friend tells the U.S. government
that Schliemann has lived in the country for a long time. He gets his
citizenship and moves to Indianapolis, Indiana, to begin divorce proceedings.

Even before his divorce is granted, Schliemann begins looking for a new
wife. He decides he wants a Greek wife who shares his interest in Homer
and ancient history. And he wants a young wife who will look up to him. He
writes to a friend in Greece, a priest named Theokletos Vimpos. Vimpos mails
Schliemann a photo of his cousin’s beautiful daughter, Sophia Engastromenos.
Sophia is thirty years younger than Schliemann. But the Engastromenos family
is happy to marry their daughter to such a wealthy man.

In July he finally receives his divorce. By then it is too far into the
hot summer to return to Hissarlik. Schliemann writes to Calvert that they
will have to wait until spring 1870. Instead, Schliemann travels to Athens,
Greece, to meet Sophia. They marry on September 23, 1869.

SCHLIEMANN ARRIVES IN AMATOLIA 19









22 Troy

Before excavation, the hill of

Hissarlik (center) looked like the heat of summer begins. Schliemann
e it uro T ing s, decides to go to Hissarlik and begin the
dig without government permission. He
also decides that Calvert’s eastern part
of the hill is not the best place to start.
He begins to dig in the northwestern part—on land owned by local Turkish
farmers. Schliemann ignores the farmers’ complaints and demands for
money. He also ignores warnings from Calvert to wait for the firman.

He first digs up potsherds, bronze nails, stone lance (a long, thin
spear) points, and Roman silver coins. Not very exciting finds, Schliemann
thinks. But then he finds a vase made to hold human ashes and a terra-
cotta (a type of ceramic) statue of a woman's head and shoulders. These
are older and more unusual. Schliemann links these artifacts to Homer's
Troy. He then hits upon the ruins of some walls. At once, Schliemann
writes to scholars in Paris and to a German newspaper. He announces that
he has found the walls of Priam'’s palace.

This is exciting news. Word travels fast through Europe that Schliemann
has found evidence of Troy. Unfortunately for Schliemann, word also
travels to Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul), the Turkish capital. Along
with the farmers’ complaints, news of Schliemann'’s finds gets the attention
of the Turkish government. Schliemann must stop all excavations.

Schliemann'’s illegal digging threatens the whole project. There is a
chance that the Turkish government will never grant him a firman. “I cannot
conceal how injudicious [unwise] I think it is of you to have made a boast



of what you did,” Calvert writes Schliemann. The two men have to decide
when and how to reapply for the firman. Calvert recommends that they let
some time pass, until Turkish government officials are in a better mood.

After a few weeks, Schliemann approaches Turkish officials again. He
tries to explain that he did not ask for the farmers’ permission because he
knew they would say no. He also writes letters of apology to the Turkish
government. He asks powerful friends to plead on his behalf.

While he waits for permission to return to Hissarlik, Sophia gives birth
to a daughter on May 18, 1871. They name her Andromache, after the wife
of the Trojan hero Hector. To house his new family, Schliemann asks Ziller
to design a mansion in Athens.

On August 12, Schliemann receives news that he will be given a firman
to continue work at Hissarlik. The permit states that Schliemann must turn
over one-half of all that he finds to the Turkish government. He must leave
ruins in the condition he finds them, and he must pay the entire cost of the
excavation. And because the government does not trust Schliemann, they
add another condition. A government supervisor will be sent to Hissarlik to
watch over the project. Schliemann will have to pay the supervisor's salary.

WINTER 1871

As soon as he receives the firman on October 11, Schliemann begins the

dig. Workers have only a few weeks before winter arrives in the Troad.
Schliemann still believes that Priam'’s city rests at the bottom of the hill, 50
feet (15 m) below the surface. His plan to reach those ruins is simple: he will
dig a 30-foot (9 m) trench straight down and remove all the rubble that stands
in the way. He does not care about the Roman or later Greek cities built on
the site. He only cares about finding the Troy described in The Iliad.

After just a couple of days, Schliemann sees he does not have enough
workers. He increases his staff from eight to eighty. But they have only a
few wheelbarrows and four ox-drawn carts. Workers cannot remove dirt
and debris fast enough to keep up with the trench digging. To add to the
problems, heavy autumn rains begin. When the rains prevent excavation,
Schliemann retreats to the small house he has built at Hissarlik. He adds to his
diary, works on his notebooks, and writes letters to friends and colleagues.

D156ING FOR TROY 23









THE SUN METOPE

Schliemann is thrilled at what he finds that spring and early summer. He

finds a two-handled cup similar to a cup Homer describes in The Iliad. He

finds several vases and cups decorated with what looks like an owl’s face.

Since owls are the goddess Athena’s sacred bird, Schliemann links the

cups to Athena’s temple at Troy. He is convinced he is nearing Troy.

One day a worker discovers another artifact that could be from the

temple to Athena. Digging on the eastern side of the hill, the worker finds

a metope. A metope is a panel that decorates the top part of the temple,

just under the roof. The metope has a sculpture carved in relief—standing

out from the surface. Schliemann cleans the sculpture. He is amazed at its

detail. It shows the Greek sun god, Helios, clothed in swirling garments.

His head is surrounded by a sunburst. He is riding in a chariot drawn by

four rearing horses. “Helios here, so to speak, bursts forth from the light of

This sculpture of Helios, the
Greek sun god, once crowned
a temple dedicated to Athena.
Schliemann believed a Trojan
temple to Athena lay under or
near the Greek temple.

day,” Schliemann writes in his notebook, “and
sheds the light of his glory overall.”

The metope is found on the part of the hill
owned by Calvert. Schliemann has agreed to
pay Calvert a share of anything found on his
land. He writes Calvert that he has found a

beautiful piece of temple art. But Schliemann




knows that Calvert is still struggling with family money problems. Schliemann
drives a hard bargain. He offers Calvert only a small sum for his share of
the metope. Finally tired of arguing with Schliemann, Calvert accepts.

Schliemann decides not to notify the Turkish government about the
metope. Instead, he smuggles the panel onto a Greek fishing boat bound
for Athens.

THE GREAT TOWER

In August, Schliemann and his workers find an ancient wall. It seems to
be older than other walls they have found. Schliemann announces that the
wall is part of a tower. He says of the find:

I believe that the Tower once stood on the western edge of the
acropolis. [I]ts top would have commanded, not only a view of the
whole Plain of Troy, but of the sea with the islands of Tenedos,
Imbros, and Samothrace. There is not a more sublime situation in
the area of Troy than this, and I therefore presume that this is the
“Great Tower of Ilium.”

He writes to German and British newspapers that Homer's Troy has
been found. “Everyone must admit,” he claims, “that I have solved a great
historical puzzle.” Schliemann now feels free to rename the excavation site.
He begins dating his letters and diary entries from “Troy.”

But Schliemann wonders at the size of the hill. At most, it measures
600 by 450 feet (183 by 137 m). Those measurements do not match Homer's
description of the city. But instead of questioning Homer, Schliemann
thinks that the hill contained only part of Priam’s fortress. “The Pergamus
of Priam . . . must necessarily have extended a good way further south,
beyond the high plateau.”

Schliemann is more confident than ever about his discoveries. But
work on the site ends soon after he finds the tower wall. In the heat of
mid-August, some workers become ill with malaria. Sophia and Schliemann
return to Athens.

D1G6ING FOR TROY 27

































38 Troy

Those tombs, Pausanias wrote, were inside the city’s citadel, or
fortress. The few archaeologists who visited Mycenae thought that
Pausanias simply meant the tombs were within the city’s outer walls.
They did not think the tombs were within the citadel. Why would the
Mycenaeans waste limited space within the fortress on a cemetery?

But Schliemann takes Pausanias at his word. He wants to dig for
the royal tombs inside the citadel. When scholars and the press hear
of Schliemann's plans, they make fun of him. A London newspaper, the
Times, writes an editorial slyly referring to rumors that the Treasure of
Priam was a fake. The editorial claims there’s only one way Schliemann
will find Mycenae's royal tombs inside the citadel—if he puts them there
and then pretends to discover them.

IN TROUBLE AGAIN

Schliemann ignores the critics and waits for his government permit. But
by February 1874, he cannot wait any longer. He is too restless at home
in Athens. He and Sophia leave for Mycenae. Schliemann says that he is
only going to look over the site. But he plans to start digging—with or
without permission.

When Schliemann arrives at Mycenae, he tells local authorities that he
has government permission to dig. The Schliemanns are joined at Mycenae
by Emile Burnouf, the French scholar. The Schliemanns hire more than
twenty workers to dig thirty-four small trenches within the citadel. The
team digs for five days, finding many small terra-cotta statues and some
ancient pottery. Within the citadel, the team also finds some undecorated
stelae—stone slabs usually used to mark graves.

Before the excavations go any further, the local police chief realizes
Schliemann has lied about the permit. The chief stops the dig. In March
1874, Schliemann gets news that the Greek government will give him
the permit. But before Schliemann can start.work again, he learns that
the Turkish government is suing him in a Greek court. The Turks want
Schliemann to pay for having illegally removed antiquities from Troy.
Schliemann will have to return to Athens for the trial.

The case continues through July. When the court breaks for a summer



recess, Schliemann makes plans to travel to central Greece and the
Peloponnese (the southern part of mainland Greece). Just as he is about to
leave, he hears that the Greek government is withdrawing its permission.
He cannot return to Mycenae.

Finally, in April 1875, the Turkish trial ends. Schliemann is ordered to
pay the Turkish government a large fine for having removed the Treasure
of Priam. The money will be given to the Turkish Imperial Museum.
Schliemann pays the Turks five times what he is ordered to pay. He also
sends the museum a shipment of nonprecious antiquities found at Troy.
Schliemann is relieved the trial is over—and relieved that the real treasures
of Troy belong to him alone.

A CELEBRITY IN EUROPE

Schliemann decides to leave Athens. Throughout the summer of 1875, he
travels in Europe. He visits old friends and contacts in the archaeological
world. In Paris he lectures at the Société Géographique (Geographical
Society) on his Troy discoveries. In June he appears before the Society of
Antiquaries of London. His lecture on Troy is a huge success, drawing a
large and enthusiastic audience. Schliemann becomes a celebrity in London.

Schliemann also travels to the Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark, and
Poland. At each stop, he visits local museums and universities and talks to
archaeologists. In Germany Schliemann meets Rudolf Virchow, a famous
professor, a medical doctor,
and a scholar of prehistory.
Virchow and Schliemann
become friends.

Schliemann gives a speech about
his work at Mycenae to members
of the Society of Antiquaries of
London.
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In the autumn, Schliemann goes to Italy. He is looking for a new site to
excavate. But he cannot find anything that interests him. In December he
decides to return to Troy.

BACK TO DIGGING

Schliemann leaves Italy for Constantinople in January 1876. He tries to
get a new firman from the Turkish government. After four months of
negotiations, Schliemann gets his permit and leaves at once for Troy. But
excavations do not go well. Frank Calvert has had enough of Schliemann
and will not give him any more help. The local Turkish authorities cause
‘ problems for him. Schliemann finally loses patience. He quits Troy and

j returns to Greece.

| In August 1876, Schliemann hears good news from the Greek
government. They will allow him to renew excavations at Mycenae.
According to the permit, the Greek Archaeological Society will oversee this
operation. Schliemann is very irritated. He does not want to be watched
over by any archaeological society.

The society sends Panagiotis Stamatakis to Mycenae as the overseer.
Stamatakis is a talented young archaeologist. But Schliemann looks upon
him as a government clerk. From the start, he makes life miserable for
Stamatakis. Stamatakis writes to the Athens government, “He treats me as
if I was a barbarian. . . . If the ministry is not satisfied with me, I beg that I
be recalled; I remain here at the expense of my health.”

AROUND THE LION GATE

Despite this conflict, Schliemann starts work at the Mycenae acropolis

on August 7, 1876. He has sixty-three workers divided into three groups

I working inside and outside the Cyclopean walls. Twelve workers dig

| around the city's famous Lion Gate. They are t\rying “to open the passage
into the acropolis.” Forty-three workers begin digging a trench about 40
feet (12 m) away from the gate. The remaining eight workers begin a trench
on the south side of a large structure that is almost completely buried. The
structure is a tholos (plural tholoi), a beehive-shaped building. This tholos
has been known since Pausanias’s day as the Treasury of Atreus.

40 Troy




| asures outside the city walls
hey | unprotected. Schuchhardt thought the tholm were
i ;‘\tombs He hos since been proved correct. Other tholoi have been found
‘ '_f)near mucenae contalmng funeral ltems and human remalns

Excavations continue through August. Schliemann grows nervous
about the workers digging around the Lion Gate and the surrounding
Cyclopean walls. The Cyclopean walls are 13 to 35 feet (4 to 11 m)
high and more than 16 feet (5 m) thick. In some places, the enormous
blocks of stone have tumbled down. The area does not seem safe. The
archaeological society promises to send an engineer to Mycenae to secure
the wall and the gate’s stone lions.

THE ROYAL GRAVES

While he waits for the engineer to arrive, Schliemann stops work on that
area. He begins another large trench in which he finds many small vases and
statues. In early September, he finds two stelae decorated with relief carvings.

Schliemann digs down 27 feet (8 m). He has reached the bedrock—the
stone layer beneath all the soil. Schliemann thinks they have nothing more
to find in this area. But in early December, he discovers a shaft grave, a
type of tomb dug into the natural rock.

Schliemann and Sophia kneel on the ground around the opening to
the tomb. Sophia uses a penknife to begin removing objects. Piece after
piece, they find gold diadems, golden drinking cups, golden belts, rings,
breastplates, and gemstones. The gold alone weighs 33 pounds (15
kilograms). They also find ceramics, bronze and copper tools, daggers
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A guide stands at the entrance

to the circle of royal graves (knives) inlaid with gold, silver, and a
- in 1906. Mycenae became a blue stone called lapis lazuli. There are
- popular fourist destination after  gold and ivory boxes, silver drinking

1liemann’s discoveries.

cups, and bowls carved of rock crystal.

In all, the Schliemanns discover five
grave shafts inside the citadel. Beneath
all the gold and treasure, they discover the remains of nineteen men and
women and two infants. The amount of treasure buried with these bodies
suggests that the people were royalty. Schliemann believes that the bodies
belong to Agamemnon and the people who returned to Mycenae with him
after the Trojan War.



0 'eus The storu of Hgamemnon s death is retold in some of
- “annent Greece s most famous Literature. These works include The Odyssey
(by Homer) and the famous Greeh plaus The 0resteza (bu ﬂeschulus] and

: Electra Ibu Sophocles)

THE DEATH MASK OF AGAMEMNON

Gold masks had been placed over the faces of four of the men at the time
of burial. One of the masks has preserved the face underneath. “Both eyes
perfectly visible,” Schliemann notes, “also the mouth, which . .. showed
thirty-two beautiful teeth.” A

~ One of the gold masks is crushed. Another

shows a middle-aged, round-faced man. The. : '1 >
mask over the preserved face is that of % ;
an older man—"“a man of power and
determination.” It is a thin face,
with a long, straight nose and

large eyes. Schliemann believes }
that he has found the gold death -
mask of the leader of the Achaeans:
He telegraphs the Greek minister df
education that he has seen the face of
Agamemnon. -y

The Death Mask of Agamemnon















along with some ancient pottery shards. But he does not find much that he
can match to Homer's tale.

In September 1878, Schliemann returns to Troy. He hires a large
number of workers and rents many horse carts. On the northwest slope
of Hissarlik, he begins building a nine-room barracks for himself and his
family, his overseers, the servants, and any visitors to the site. Separate
from the barracks, he builds a wood house for the security guards he calls
gendarmes. He also builds a storehouse and dining hall, a stone kitchen, a
shed for tools and machines, and a stable for the horses. Visitors jokingly
call the collection of buildings Schliemannopolis.

For two months, he and his workers excavate the site for fourteen
hours a day. They are trying to clear all the rubble from the building
Schliemann calls Priam’s Palace. Schliemann also wants to work outward

FPER A T
. This photograph shows

“‘Schliemannopolis” around 1878. =

48 TRoY.
-~/ e
-




from the Scaean Gate, tracing as much of the city wall as he can. During
these excavations, Schliemann finds bronze weapons and more terra-cotta
jars filled with gold and silver jewelry. None of it is as spectacular as the
Treasure of Priam. But it is more evidence of the city’s wealth. This time
Schliemann turns two-thirds of his finds over to Turkey’s Imperial Museum.

LEARNED FRIENDS

Winter weather ends the dig in November. Schliemann goes home to
Athens but returns as soon as possible, in late February 1879. The north
wind, Schliemann recalled later, was “so icy cold that it was impossible
to read or write in my wooden barracks.” To keep from catching a cold,
Schliemann takes a daily swim in the sea, riding his horse to the shore

before dawn.
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exactly the same as those still used in the Troad. Virchow confirms that the
lower level of the house is indeed a storage cellar. The family lives in the

upper story.

AN IMAGINARY CITY?

The 1879 season ends late that summer. Schliemann returns to Athens.
The Schliemanns’ new home is finished. He and Sophia call the mansion
Tliou Melathron—the House of Ilium. They name it after the first wooden
house they built at Hissarlik.

That fall Schliemann begins writing Ilios. Once again, he says that he
has finished his work at Troy. In his notes, he claims that he has reached
the “great aim of my life.” But as he begins setting down his story of the
1878-1879 excavations, doubts trouble him. He thinks of the treasure he
found at Mycenae. If Agamemnon's city and Priam'’s city existed at the
same time, why do they seem so different? And if Troy was so small, why
would it have taken the Achaeans ten years to conquer it?

In November, Schliemann writes to Brockhaus, his German publisher,
to give the company an update on Ilios. In the letter, he voices these doubts.
If Troy ever did exist, he writes, then what he has found at Hissarlik is
it. But that is a big “if.” “Now the only question,” he acknowledges, “is
whether Troy has only existed in the poet’s imagination or in reality.”

WHERE WILL THE TREASURES GO?

In his excavation diaries, Schliemann declares that he will never sell his
portion of the antiquities he has found. But he is unsure what to do with
them. He has strong ties to France, Great Britain (where his antiquities
are currently being kept), the United States, Germany, and Greece. To
which of those countries should he give his Trojan and Mycenaean
treasures? Virchow convinces Schliemann to give the antiquities to his
native land, Germany. Sophia is angry that the treasures will not go to
Greece. Schliemann is also afraid he has angered allies in Great Britain
and the United States. But he goes through with his plans. In the winter
of 1880, Schliemann travels to London to supervise the packing of the Troy
artifacts. Forty boxes in all are shipped to Berlin.



The Schliemanns have much work ahead of them. They have
to unpack and arrange the antiquities in Berlin's new Museum fur
Volkerkunde (a museum of ethnic cultures). But as always, Schliemann
is restless. Early in 1881, he, Sophia, and friends travel to two ancient
Greek cities, Orchomenos and Olympia. A team of German archaeologists
is excavating Olympia. Schliemann befriends a member of the team, Dr.
Wilhelm Dorpfeld. Dorpfeld is a twenty-seven-year-old German architect.
Schliemann is impressed by the younger man’s talents.

In the summer of 1881, the Schliemanns finish decorating their house.
The mansion stands on University Street (present-day Venizelos Street). The
famous ancient Acropolis is visible from its balconies. Twenty-four statues
of Greek gods and goddesses stand along the flat roof. Inside, the walls are
painted with scenes from Schliemann'’s life. Views of Indianapolis and New
- York mix with scenes of the Schliemann children dressed as putti (winged
babies). Schliemann has decorated the interior with many works of art and
precious objects. But when it comes to the furniture, Schliemann follows the
ancient Greek style—very little furniture and none of it covered in fabric.
The Schliemanns are proud of their home. Visitors are always welcomed.

“Schliemann is hugely celebrated here [in Germany].
Nevertheless he is and remains half-mad, a man of
confused ideas who has no idea of the value of his
discoveries.”

—Adolf Furtwangler, curator of the Berlin Museum fur Volkerkunde, 1881

THE THIRD SEASON

In March 1882, Schliemann returns to Troy for the third season of
excavations. He finds all his equipment in good order, thanks to his Turkish
watchman. To fill the kitchen at Schliemannopolis, a British merchant
friend sends a shipment of food. The shipment includes cans of “corned




“He built us a veritable
[real] palace to live in, but
it contained not one stick of
comfortable fumiture. . ..
As a gentle hint, Mother
made him a present of an
armchair, but he banished

fliou Melathron, Schliemann’s home ]f to ’rhe gorden."
in Athens

—Andromache Schliemann, recalling
the interior of her childhood home,
lliou Melathron

beef, peaches, the best English
cheese, and ox-tongues, as well as 240 bottles of the best English ale.”

Mid-month, Wilhelm Dorpfeld arrives. Schliemann has convinced the
young architect to help him at Troy. Schliemann is beginning to think he
has not dug deep enough or wide enough. He wants to pursue the idea
that Hissarlik’s hill was just the citadel. Only the royal family lived in the
citadel, while regular Trojans lived outside the walls. He hopes Dorpfeld’s
training and talent can “be utilized to restore the reality of Homer.”

Schliemann and Dorpfeld begin work on a part of the eastern section
of the hill. It is an area that Schliemann has not spent much time exploring.
They begin to dig a trench 260 feet (80 m) long and 23 feet (7 m) wide.
They are looking for buildings at the early second and first layers.

While Dorpfeld supervises this work, Schliemann begins digging in
the plain of Troy. He sinks shafts in the plain. He is looking for the larger
city that stood outside the citadel. Schliemann also hopes to find the city’'s
necropolis.

Inside the citadel, Dorpfeld shows Schliemann that the first level of
Troy was a small, fortified town. The second level of Troy was a larger
city. Dorpfeld and his team find the foundations of two very large buildings
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in this city. Each building was about 33 feet (10 m) wide and 100 feet (30
m) long. What Schliemann had thought was the burned ruins of the third
city are really parts of the second city. The team identifies this city’s royal
palace, two temples, and several other smaller buildings.

In very little time, Dorpfeld clears up “much of the hopeless
jigsaw puzzle of intertwined walls, jumbled blocks of stone, warren
[maze] of ditches, and amorphous [shapeless] masses of debris.” Other
archaeologists begin to call the young architect “Schliemann’s greatest
discovery.”

Like Schliemann, Dorpfeld believes the lower city extended down
the east, south, and southwest sides of the hill to the plain. But they find
little evidence of houses, workshops, or stables. They find no evidence of a
necropolis. The lower city remains a mystery.

Nevertheless, Schliemann announces that the city matches perfectly
Homer's description of Troy. Having established this, he says, “My work
at Troy is now ended forever, after extending over more than the period
of ten years.” His final word on Troy—at least for the time being—is

published in Troja in 1884.

William Dorpfeld poses
inside a jar uncovered at
Troy.
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o ater m ‘ISO B c., the Sp art an - carlier, Minos Kalokairinos, a Cretan
hmg Leomdas and three hundred‘ : merchant, had found the partial ruins
warri_ors gatheréd at Thefmdpulae. of an ancient palace at Knossos.
There theu f'ouqht to the death As yet, no one has excavated the

against the large'inv ading army of site. Schliemann hopes for another
the Persian hing Herxes. ’ ‘ amazing discovery at Knossos. But he
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SEARCHING FOR HISTORY

Even after claiming his life work

is done, Schliemann is looking for
new adventures. Soon after writing
Troja, he explores the ancient sites
of Thermopylae and Marathon in
central Greece. In 1884 he tries to
make plans to excavate at Knossos

"g Da"us I o'f PerSI a. Ten qears | on the island of Crete. Several years

cannot reach a financial deal with the
owner of the land around the ruins.

Schliemann and Sophia turned
their attention to Tiryns, the city of the Achaean hero Hercules. Dorpfeld
joins them on this trip. The ruins of Tiryns lie 9 miles (14 km) south of
Mycenae. Tiryns is very much like Troy and Mycenae. It has Cyclopean
walls and a long street leading to its gates.

Schliemann leaves most of the work at Tiryns to Dorpfeld. Dorpfeld’s
excavation team finds the “outlines of a vast and intricate building
complex.” One of the buildings is a palace with a large porch and many
rooms, including a bathroom with a terra-cotta tub. Clearing out the debris,
the team sees that the rooms are full of rich decoration. The walls are
covered in alabaster inlaid with blue glass. On the floors are mosaics—
pictures made with small, colored stones. Like Troy and Mycenae, Tiryns
shows modern archaeologists how advanced Aegean civilizations were.

Working so closely with Schliemann, Dorpfeld notices that the older
man seems tired and easily irritated. But Schliemann will not slow down.
In early 1886, he travels alone to Central America and the Caribbean
region. In 1887 and early 1888, he makes two trips to Egypt. He travels



through Europe in the fall of 1888. He returns to Greece in December and
spends the next few months traveling around the Aegean.

A CHALLENGE TO TROY

Among Schliemann’s German critics is retired army officer Ernst Botticher.
Since the publication of Troja, Botticher has been writing articles and
essays attacking the book. Hissarlik, he claims, is not the ruined Troy of
The Iliad. It is not the ruins of any city. According to Botticher, Hissarlik
is a necropolis left behind by Assyrians or Persians (two groups of people
from the ancient Middle East).

Schliemann’s friends try to convince him to ignore Botticher. But
Botticher’'s writings are getting a lot of notice among archaeologists.
Schliemann fights back by organizing conferences of experts who agree

-with him. Then, in the fall of 1889, Schliemann invites Botticher to meet

him and Dorpfeld at Troy.
Botticher at first refuses the
invitation. When he does visit

This model shows Troy as it might have Hissarlik, he leaves unconvinced

appeared in the generation before the that it is the legendary Troy.

events of The lliad. But something good does come
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of Schliemann’'s argument with Botticher. It draws the interest of more
experts. They visit Troy and agree with Schliemann'’s interpretations.
Schliemann decides to start another excavation.

THE GREAT SCHLIEMANN

On March 1, 1890, work resumes at Troy. Dorpfeld discovers another large
building. It is a rectangular hall with a central hearth, or fireplace. This
suggests that it was a public hall, where a ruler might hold court. Nearby,
Dorpfeld finds pottery fragments similar to those found in the Mycenaean
graves. Dorpfeld calls this level the sixth city. He feels that this was the
Troy of The Iliad.

This means that the Treasure of Priam (found in the second city)
does not match the dates of the Trojan War. The treasure would be about
one thousand years older than Schliemann thought. All the gold he had
imagined belonging to Homer's Trojans heroes actually belonged to
unnamed, unknown people.

“We could describe Schliemann'’s excavations on the hill
of Hissarlik and consider the results without speaking of
Troy or even alluding to it; even then, those discoveries
would retain their value; even then, they would have
added a whole new chapter to the history of civilization,
the history of art.”

—Georges Perrot, Journal des Savants [Scholars” Journal], 1891

It is a difficult discovery for Schliemann, but he trusts Dorpfeld’s
expertise. The excavation season ends in August. Schliemann plans to
return to Athens and go over all his research. At the same time, Dorpfeld
will begin writing his report on his new theory.




But before Schliemann can begin work, he gets another terrible earache.
In November he travels to Germany to see Hermann Schwartz, a doctor who
specializes in ear problems. Schwartz operates on Schliemann’s ear.

Schwartz tells Schliemann not to travel until the surgery has healed.
But Schliemann wants to spend Christmas with Sophia and the children.
He leaves Germany on December 12. On his way home to Athens, he must
stop in Paris because his ear hurts so much. A visit to a French doctor
seems to help. Schliemann feels so much better that he decides to take a
short trip to Naples, Italy, to see Pompeii again.

But in Naples, Schliemann’s ear pains grow much worse. He has to
delay his return to Athens. On Christmas Day, Schliemann leaves his hotel
without any identification. While hurrying across a city square, the Piazza
Carita, he collapses. When passersby come to his rescue, he cannot speak
- or walk. He is carried into a police station. In his pocket, police officers find
a prescription bottle with his doctor's name. The doctor instructs officers to
take Schliemann to the Grand Hotel, where he will meet them.

At the Grand Hotel, the Polish novelist Henryk Sienkiewicz is standing
in the lobby as the police arrive with an unconscious man. The manager of
the hotel asks Sienkiewicz if he knows who the man is. “No,” Sienkiewicz
says. “That,” the hotel manager informs him, “is the great Schliemann.”
Sienkiewicz watches as the officers carry the frail man, alone and sick in a
strange city, up the stairs. Poor “great” Schliemann, he thinks.

The doctor soon arrives, but there is little he can do. Schliemann has
suffered a stroke. He dies on December 26, 1890. Dorpfeld and Sophia'’s
oldest brother bring his body back to Athens. At his funeral on January
4, 1891, copies of The Iliad and The Odyssey are placed in his coffin. King
George I of Greece, foreign ambassadors, scholars, and friends attend the
services. After the funeral, Schliemann'’s coffin is placed in a tomb in the
First Cemetery of Athens. Designed by Ernst Ziller, the tomb is meant to
look like a Greek temple.
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TIMELINE

cA. 3200 s.c.
The Bronze Age begins in the Aegean region.

cA. 3000—2500 s.c.

People from Asia Minor settle at Troy 1.

cA. 2500-2200 s.c.
The town of Troy 11 lasts until it is destroyed by fire.

CA. 2200—-2000 s.c.
The city is rebuilt as Troy 1.

cA. 2000—-1900 s.c.

Troy 1V replaces the previous city.

ca. 1900—1800 s.c.

Troy V replaces the previous city.

cA. 1800—1250 s.c.

Troy V1 is built, with a great wall and tower.

cA. 1250—1180 s.c.
Troy Vlla replaces the previous city. It is destroyed by some disaster, probably a
war.

cA. 1200 B.C.
According to legend, the Trojan War begins.

cA. 1190 s.c.
According to legend, the Trojan War ends.

cA. 1180—1000 s.c.
The city is rebuilt as Troy Vllb.

cA. 1100 s.c.
Greece's dark age begins.

cA. 1000 s.c.
Troy is possibly abandoned.

ca. 800 s.C.

Homer is born in a Greek colony on the Aegean island of Chios.

cA. 700300 s.c.
Troy VIl is settled by Greek colonists.




cA. 3000 s.c.
Troy VIX is built.

CA. A.D. 1-300
Romans settle Troy VIX. Greeks begin to adopt Christianity.

cA. 14008
The Illiad is among the first classical books printed in Europe.

1816

Danish archaeologist Christian Thomsen names three distinct periods in early
human history—the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the lron Age.

1822

Heinrich Schliemann is bomn in Germany.

1868

Schliemann arrives in the Troad to look for the ruins of Troy.

1869
Schliemann and Sophia Engastromenos marry in Greece.

1870
Without official permission, Schliemann begins the first excavation of the hill at
Hissarlik. Turkish government authorities stop the dig.

1871

Schliemann begins the first official excavation of Hissarlik.

1872
Schliemann finds the sun metope, an ancient wall, and other artifacts. He
announces to European newspapers that he has found Troy.

1873
Schliemann digs up a mass of gold objects he calls the Treasure of Priam.

1874

The Schliemanns begin excavating Mycenae.

1876
The Schliemanns discover five shaft graves at Mycenae containing the remains of
twenty-one Bronze Age people.

1878

Schliemann retumns to Troy for another excavation.
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1879
Frank Calvert, French archaeologist Emile Bumouf, and German scientist Rudolf
Virchow join the dig at Troy.

1882

Schliemann retumns to Troy for the third major excavation. German architect
Wilhelm Dorpfeld joins him to help identify the ruined buildings. After identifying
several major buildings, Schliemann announces that his work at Troy is done.

1884
The Schliemanns and Dorpfeld begin excavations at the ancient Greek city of
Tiryns. Schliemann’s health is beginning to fail.

1890

After his theories on Troy are challenged by a German critic, Schliemann returns
to Troy for another excavation. Late in the year, Schliemann travels alone to ltaly,
where he dies.

1894
Dorpfeld ends his work at Troy affer identifying nine layers of the ruined city.

1932
A team of U.S. archaeologists led by Carl Blegen begins working at Troy. They
identify forty-six sublayers of the nine cities.

1945
During World War 11, a Russian officer moves some crates containing the Treasure
of Priam to Moscow, Russia.

1987
A Russian museum curator discovers the Treasure of Priam in a Moscow
government building.

1988
A team of German archaeologists led by Manfred Korfmann begins working at Troy
and farther afield in the Troad.

1996
The Treasure of Priam and other pieces from Schliemann’s collection are exhibited
at the Pushkin Museum in Moscow.




PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Scholars are unsure what language the Trojans spoke. Most of the stories of Troy

come to us through Greek poets. The poets used Greek names for people, places,

and gods and goddesses.

Below is a pronunciation key to the personal names and place-names used in

the text:
Achaeans
Achilles
Aegean Sea
Aeneid
Agvomemnon
Ajax
Andromache
Aphrodite
Apollo
Astyanax
Athena
Atreus
Bunarbashi

Hecuba

uh-KEE-unz
uh-KllL-eez
ih-JEE-uhn
jh-NEE-id

a-guh-MEM-nahn

AY-jaks

an-DRAH-muh-kee

a-fruh-DY-tee
uh-PAHL-oh

a-STY-uh-nax

Uh-THEE-nuh
ay-TREE-us

bun-ahr-BAH-shee
HEH-kyuh-buh

Heinrich Schliemann

‘Hera

Homer
Iiad
Lysimachus
Menelaus
Mycenae
Mycenaean
Odysseus
Odyssey
Priam
Trojans

Zeus

HYN-rihk
SHILEE-mahn

HIHR-uh
HO-muhr
JH-lee-uhd
ly-SIH-muh-kuhs
meh-nuh-1AY-uhs
my-SEE-nee
my-SEE-nee-uhn
oh-DIH-see-uhs
AH;dUh-see
PRY-uhm
TROH-junz
Z00S
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GLOSSARY
acropolis: a fortified city on top of a hill

antiquities: objects, especially works of art, made during ancient times

archaeology: the recovery and study of buildings, tools, pottery, and other objects

used by humans in the past

Bronze Age: the period in history when humans relied on tools and weapons
made of bronze. In the Aegean area, the Bronze Age lasted from about 3200 to
1100 B.c.

citadel: a fortress—a fortified building or a walled city

Cyclopean: made of very large stone building blocks, as a wall or house. Ancient
legends claimed the stone blocks were so large that they were made by a race

of giants, the Cyclopes.

Dardanelles: an older British name for the city of Canakkale, Turkey. In modern
times, “the Dardanelles” is the Western name for the strait (narrow body of
water) connecting the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara. The Greeks called

the strait the Hellespont. The strait’s modern Turkish name is Canakkale Bogazi.

dark age: a period in history marked by a loss of progress in trade, government,

and culture

death mask: a mold made from a person'’s face after death. Death masks were
common around the world into modern times. The death masks found at
Mycenae were made of gold. The ancient Greeks may have made wax molds of

the dead person's face and then used the molds to make the gold masks.
diadem: a gold or jeweled headband worn as a crown
fortress: a fortified place, such as a building or a walled city

idols: an object that represents a god or goddess, such as a statue




metope (MET-uh-pee): a panel that decorates the top part of the temple, just

under the roof
necropolis: a cemetery. In ancient Greek, necropolis meant “city of the dead.”
pergamus: a city on top of a hill
pithoi: very large storage jars
potsherds: in archaeology, broken bits of ancient pottery
prehistory: the period before humans began keeping written historical records
relief: figures or shapes that are carved to stand out from a surface

shaft grave: a grave formed by a shaft leading to an underground tomb. A shaft,
or narrow passage, was dug through the soil. Beneath the shaft, workers dug a
large pit to form the tomb. The bodies of the dead and treasures were laid in the
tomb. Workers then covered the shaft entrance to the tomb with wood or reeds.

The shaft was filled in with dirt.

stelae (singular stele): stone slabs, often carved or decorated. Stelae were some-

times used as gravestones.
strata: layers of deposited materials, such as dirt, stones, or building ruins
terra-cotta: a reddish brown clay used to make pottery and other objects
tholos (plural tholoi): ancient beehive-shaped building

tumulus (plural tumuli): a large mound of earth over a burial spot
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WHO'S WHO?

Frank Calvert (1828—1908) was born on Malta, an island in the
Mediterranean Sea, to British parents in the Dardanelles. Calvert and his
brothers helped British and other Western governments do business in the
Turkish-run port city.

In his spare time, Calvert explored the archaeological ruins of the
nearby Troad region. He believed that the ruins of Troy could be found
at Hissarlik. But he did not have the money to excavate Hissarlik. In the
summer of 1868, Calvert met Heinrich Schliemann in the Dardanelles.
Hoping that Schliemann would pay to excavate Hissarlik, Calvert shared
his theory with him.

If the British Museum had funded Calvert's excavation, he might have
gone down in history as the discoverer of Troy. Instead, his name almost
disappeared from the record. In 1973 British archaeologist John M. Cook
found Calvert’s unpublished manuscript on Troad archaeology in the
Istanbul Archaeological Museum. These discoveries helped show Calvert's
importance to the story of Troy.

Wilhelm Dorpfeld (1853—1940) was a German architect who worked

on several archaeological digs in the Aegean region. At that time,
archaeologists began hiring architects to help them make sense of the
buildings buried under centuries of ruins. In 1882 Dorpfeld was only in his
twenties when he was hired to work at the excavations of the ancient city
of Olympia. But he quickly gained a good reputation. He was intelligent,
organized, and good with the excavation workers.

In 1881 Dorpfeld and Schliemann met at Olympia. The next year,
Schliemann convinced Dorpfeld to join him at Troy. Dorpfeld also
accompanied the Schliemanns to Tiryns and Mycenae. He is credited with
sorting out much of the confusion Schliemann created by digging carelessly
at Troy. After Schliemann'’s death, Dorpfeld continued to work at Homer’s
lost city, finding evidence of a great war and fire. He identified nine layers
to the city, a theory that was confirmed by later archaeologists.




Homer (ca. 800—740 B.c.?) is the author of The Iliad, The Odyssey, and
other poems. Almost nothing is known of Homer's life. Some scholars

do not even think there was just one Homer. They believe The Iliad and
other works were created by several poets over many years. Those works,
the scholars think, were finally written down under the name of Homer
sometime in the 700s B.c. Other experts say that many things about the
poems show they are the work of one person. Those scholars see no reason
to doubt that Homer really existed.

Heinrich Schliemann (1822—1890) was born in the town of Neu-Bucknow
in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, a region in northern Germany. Heinrich was
nine when his mother, Louisa, died. Her death and a scandal involving
his father, Ernest, were disastrous for the family. The Schliemann children
were separated and sent to live with relatives. After a few years in school,
the teenaged Heinrich had to work for a living.

He took a job on a ship bound for South America. But the ship sank in
the North Sea, leaving only Schliemann and another survivor. Schliemann
literally washed up on the shore of the Netherlands. He got a job with an
importing company in the Dutch city of Amsterdam. He worked his way up
until he had enough money and contacts to start his own business. From
there, he invested in businesses throughout Europe, South America, and
North America.

In his spare time, Schliemann continued to study. He took business
courses and studied other subjects on his own. He taught himself to speak
Dutch, Greek, Italian, Latin, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. When he
retired from business in his forties, he began to study ancient history
and archaeology. After he married Sophia in 1869, the couple immersed
themselves in Greek history and archaeology.

He could be arrogant, rude, dishonest, and vain. Like many other
Europeans of his day, he disliked and distrusted Turkish people. He
loved the ancient Greeks, but he viewed many of the Greeks he knew as
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ignorant peasants. He failed to credit other archaeologists and experts for
their help. And most seriously for modern archaeologists, he had no idea
what he was doing when he started work on Troy. He dug straight down
for his fabled city, destroying any artifacts that got in his way.

For all his failings, Schliemann remains one of the most important
archaeologists of the nineteenth century. His discoveries at Troy and
Mycenae opened up a new window into life in the ancient world.

Sophia Engastromenos Schliemann (1852—1932) first met her older German
suitor in the early autumn of 1869. She had just graduated from school and
lived with her family in Athens. At one of their first meetings, Schliemann
asked her why she wanted to marry him. Sophia answered honestly:
because her parents told her she had to. Insulted, Schliemann called off the
marriage arrangements and left Athens in a huff. Sophia was confused by
his reaction. She wrote to him to explain that all good Greek girls obeyed
their parents. All was repaired, and the couple married.

Sophia deserves much credit for her attitude in the first years of the
marriage. Pretty and delicate, she might have expected to live a life of
comfort as the wife of a millionaire. Instead, she often found herself
living without heat and running water in shacks built on archaeological
sites. She picked bugs out of her food and bathed in the freezing ocean.
She dug through ancient debris and dirt in the heavy clothes and tight
undergarments women of her day had to wear. Sophia also dealt well
with her husband'’s temper and personality. He lacked the skill to work
with government authorities and local workers. He often just insulted and
angered them. Sophia stepped in to smooth ruffled feathers.

Sophia did not accompany her husband everywhere. Sometimes she
refused to go on digs so she could spend time with her children. And if she
got too tired in the middle of an excavation, she returned to the comfort
of Athens. But by and large, Sophie took as much pleasure in unearthing
Greek history as her husband did.
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